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Long Island: Yesterday & Today™


Written by Gary W. Wojtas

Pop culture perceptions prove to be wrong once again as Gary W. Wojtas’s new book, Long Island: Yesterday & Today, demonstrates that there is more to this region than suburbs and summer homes. On the contrary, Long Island’s diversity is shown through the juxtaposition of past and present, agriculture and industry, work and play. Long Island’s story mirrors the birth and growth of our nation, from the many Native American ancestors and rural beginnings to the sweeping technological and scientific achievements of Northrop-Grumman and Brookhaven National Lab. The impressions given by reality tv are no match for the real-life literary, artistic, aeronautical, and architectural accomplishments connected with Long Island. 

Long Island: Yesterday & Today provides a panoramic view of Nassau and Suffolk counties, breaking the region into six chapters that highlight more than three hundred years of history. Gary W. Wojtas writes with a passionate style as striking as the corresponding 300+ contemporary and historical photos. The book takes readers on an insider’s tour of historic estates and ruins, shipwreck sites, oystering plants, vineyards, and of course miles and miles of world-class beaches—altogether a colorful heritage that will leave a lasting impression.

Points of interest detailed in the book include:

The Gold Coast: home to Alfred duPont, Marjorie Merriweather Post, the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy, and many more.
The North Shore: a rocky coastal paradise boasting spectacular views that likely inspired one of the area’s most notable residents, Walt Whitman.
The South Shore: significant especially for a nautical history that includes pirates and the Great Hurricane of 1938.
The North Fork: farms, festivals, and vineyards give delicious new meaning to the idea of “living off the land.”
The South Fork: in addition to celebrities, diverse residents include Polish immigrants, the Shinnecock Indian Nation, and—at one time—even British soldiers.
Mid-Island: as host to the majority of Long Island’s residents and workers, the central corridor can perhaps claim the greatest of the island’s resources—its people.
MORE ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Gary W. Wojtas is a veteran writer and editor about all things Long Island. His previous book about the region, Long Island: Reflections on a Miracle, was published in 2005. Wojtas has written more than 2,000 articles about Long Island, its people and places, and is an award-winning editor and columnist for Long Island magazine.
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Retail copies can be purchased at www.pilbooks.com as well as amazon.com. 

For more information, please contact: 

Trudie Gauerke, Acquisitions Editor: tgauerke@pubint.com; T: 847-583-4546

Author Gary W. Wojtas is available for phone interviews and will happily answer any questions you have. Gary’s phone number is (631) 493-3020, and his email is ggkwojtas@optonline.net
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